
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distancing 
 

By 
 

Pat Luther 
  



SCENE ONE 
(KENDALL enters, talking to theirself.) 

KENDALL 
Too young? Too young, hah!  

(Imitates whiny voice) 
You don't know what you're doing. You're too young to make decisions. You can't even find New Zealand on a 
map. You don't know what love is. 

(Angry now) 
Alex loves me. I know that! I don't care what anyone else says. I'm an adult and I can make my own decisions. 
I love Alex and I'm going to New Zealand with them! 

(Beat) 
And I don't have to find New Zealand on a map. The pilot will know how to get there! 
 
  



SCENE TWO 

(KENDALL is pacing. CAMERON approaches.) 

CAMERON 
Kendall! What's wrong? 

KENDALL 
Hi, Cameron! Nothing! Nothing's wrong. In fact, I have the most wonderful news. 

CAMERON 
What is it now? 

KENDALL 
Oh don't be like that! I'm in love! 

CAMERON 
Uh huh. With who? 

KENDALL 
With Alex, who else? 

CAMERON 
You just met them! 

KENDALL 
Ugh! You sound like my parents! I’ve known Alex long enough to know I love them and they love me! And 
we're running off together to New Zealand! Isn't that wonderful? 

CAMERON 
You can't go to new New Zealand. They won't even let planes from America land there. Alex is just messing 
with you or something.  

KENDALL 
Alex isn't American, they're Canadian. 

CAMERON 
So maybe they can go, but you're not Canadian. 

KENDALL 
We're going to get married before we go and then I'll be Canadian too. 

CAMERON 
Kendall, you're being ridiculous. It's not that easy. You can't get married and run off to New Zealand with 
somebody you just met. 

KENDALL 
I can if I want to! You don't understand. Why does everybody always try to ruin my dreams?! 

(Exits) 

 



SCENE THREE 

(CAMERON stands alone near a park bench. SAGE enters.) 

SAGE 
Cameron, you look pensive. Something wrong? 

CAMERON 
It's Kendall. They've convinced theirself they're in love. 

SAGE 
And that's bad because...? 

CAMERON 
It's this Alex person. 

SAGE 
The Alex that they just met? That’s great! 

CAMERON 
And they're gonna run off to New Zealand together. 

SAGE 
Good for them.  

(beat) 
How're they going to get there? 

CAMERON 
They aren't. It's just some scam. Trying to get Kendall's parents' money or something. 

SAGE 
You sure about that? Going to New Zealand would be awesome for Kendall.  I wish I could! Imagine living in a 
land with opportunity for everyone, reality-based decision making at the highest levels, and no virus, and even 
if you do get sick you can just, like, go to a doctor. 

CAMERON 
It doesn't matter. There is no going to New Zealand. It's a myth. 

SAGE 
How do you know Alex hasn't actually found a way? 

CAMERON 
Because it's impossible. Anyone selling exit visas now is lying. Ten to one, within a few days, they're going to 
need just a bit more money for bribes to cross the border, then an extra fee for paperwork, and so on until 
Kendall's bled dry and ends up with a broken heart. Or worse. 

SAGE 
So what do we do about it? 

CAMERON 
We stop them of course. 



SCENE FOUR 

(CAMERON and SAGE are joined by BILLIE) 

BILLIE 
Cameron! Sage! What are you two gossiping about? 

SAGE 
Cameron and I aren't gossiping. 

CAMERON 
Hey, Billie, you know this Alex person that Kendall is dating, right? 

BILLIE 
So that's who! 

SAGE 
We're not! 

BILLIE 
You're gossiping. I'll join you. I've known Alex for years. They're OK. Just don't get roped into any of their 
schemes. 

CAMERON 
So there are schemes. 

BILLIE 
Oh, they're harmless. Always some new way to get rich quick. 

SAGE 
Like selling phony exit visas to New Zealand? 

BILLIE 
I hadn't heard of that one but it sounds like something they'd do. 

SAGE 
One of their victims is a friend of ours, Kendall. They think Alex really loves them. 
 

BILLIE 
Alex wouldn't hurt them, at least not physically. 

SAGE 
That's good to know. 

BILLIE 
I can see them playing with a rich kid's emotions to exploit them financially, though. 

SAGE 
Can you talk to them? We just don't want our friend hurt. 

BILLIE 
Yeah. I'll see what I can do. 



SCENE FIVE 

(BILLIE and ALEX are together) 

ALEX 
Billie, I wanted to see you, and tell you the news before I left. I'm all packed up. Got rid of all my stuff except 
what I'm taking with me. I’m heading home to BC tonight. 

BILLIE 
Canada? So you're not taking someone named Kendall to New Zealand? 

ALEX 
Where'd you hear about that? 

BILLIE 
I know some friends of theirs. They're worried. You should maybe back off on this one. 

ALEX 
What? No! Billie, I'm so in love. For the first time in my life, I think this is something real. 

BILLIE 
You think. How are you even going to get there? They might let you into Canada, but they're not going to let 
Kendall in. 

ALEX 
I got it all worked out. The border's only really guarded on the major roads. We're going to cross the border at 
night, between Maple Falls and Peaceful Valley. My Aunt Ethel has a cabin she's letting us use for a couple of 
weeks and is giving us paperwork showing we've been living there for over a year. 

BILLIE 
There is so much wrong with this plan. 

ALEX 
It'll work! 

BILLIE 
And if it doesn't? Then what? You'll be fine, but what about Kendall? What happens to them if you get to New 
Zealand and they don't let them in? Or discover the ruse after you've been there for a month? 

ALEX 
It... It'll work. Trust me. 

BILLIE 
I'm not the one you need to be saying that to. 

ALEX 
It has to work.  I've never been with anyone like Kendall before. I'm not letting go of my one shot at true 
happiness! 

(Exits.) 
 



SCENE SIX 

(Later that night. ALEX is alone, pacing, talking to theirself.) 

ALEX 
Oh, Kendall, I hope you show up soon, before I lose my nerve. 
 
Can I really go through with this? What if Billie's right? What happens if we’re found out and Kendall gets in 
trouble in New Zealand? 

 
What if this is really just a passing fancy? Will this just end up like every other relationship I've ever had - falling 
apart within months? Do I really have the right to do that to them, after dragging them halfway around the 
world?  
 
And what about work? Kendall’s never had a job before. They have a comfortable life here. I don't have the 
right to upend that just to keep myself from being lonely. No. I'll leave, and leave Kendall alone. They might be 
heartbroken but it’s better to do it here, now, than a month from now in a country neither of us know. 

(Turns to leave.) 
I can't just ghost. I owe them more than that. I don't dare face them, or I'll lose my resolve. I'll leave a note. 

(Writes a note, leaves it on the bench, weighted down with a nearby rock.) 

(ALEX Exits and KENDALL Enters immediately after, wearing a backpack.) 

KENDALL 
Alex! I’m ready to go. Sorry I'm late. Alex?  

(Looks around. Doesn't see anyone.) 
 
What's this? A note? 

(Picks up note. Begins reading. Looks up, as curtain falls.) 
Alex? 
 


